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| BACKGROUND
The Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, is among the largest pilgrimages in the world, with three million Muslims from over 180 countries participating every year, providing the potential for emerging epidemics. 1 Acute respiratory tract infections are the most common diseases transmitted during Hajj, and influenza virus and rhinovirus are the most frequently detected respiratory viruses among pilgrims.
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In addition, there is public health concern about the risk of human 
| THESTUDY
A cross-sectional survey was conducted at Cairo International Airport among Egyptians returning from Hajj during the week following the end of Hajj each year from 2012 to 2015 (Table 1) . Cairo airport was selected for this survey as it is the main point of entry into Egypt for returning Hajj pilgrims. Travelers who reported a history of subjective fever (a proxy for measured fever) and cough with symptom onset in the previous 10 days
were categorized as having influenza-like illness (ILI). 10 For minors, consent and survey responses were provided by accompanying parents. Specimens positive for influenza A were subsequently tested for influenza A virus subtypes. Sputum specimens and a convenience sample of NP/OP specimens were tested for MERS-CoV according to WHO guidelines. 11 The proportion of samples testing positive for influenza virus from participants was compared to those collected from ILI casepatients through the national surveillance system during the same time period. Nevertheless, further health education through local media may help raise awareness about the value of influenza vaccination prior to departure for Hajj, especially among older age groups at high risk of influenza complications. 15 An evaluation of the MOHP's current risk communication campaigns to increase influenza vaccination use among pilgrims may help identify strategies to improve influenza vaccine coverage.
| CONCLUSIONS
